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Eighteen Bells for Christmas

As a handbell director for a decade now, I know all too well the
problems that can occur when trying to prepare for the Christmas
season. All too often, handbell groups are left shorthanded by ringers
visiting family out of town or by responsibilities that the busy weeks
of December seem to always hold.

My primary goal with this collection was to help directors who may not
have a full choir to play during Christmastime, and in fact may not
even know how many ringers they will have during the season until
practically Thanksgiving. Each of these songs uses the same 18 bells

at most: G4 through C7 in the key of Bb major or G minor. These bells
can be played bysasdfew as three and as many as nine ringers in a
numerous different configurations, some of which are listed below.

3 ringers: G4-Eb5; F5-D6;\Eb6-C7 (all three using bell trees)

4 ringers: G4-C5; D5-G5;A5-D6; Eb6-C7 (highest position,using bell tree)
5 ringers: G4-C5: D5-F5; G5-Bb5; C6-F65,G6-C7

6 ringers: G4-C5; D5-F35;.65-Bb5; C6-D6; E6-G65AG-C7

7 ringers: G4-C5; D5-Eb5; F5-G5; A5-Bb5; C6-D6; Eb6G65AG<C7,

8 ringers: G4-C5; two bells'every ringer D5 and above

9 ringers: two bells every ringer

You can, of course, adjust these\to fit the stréngths and weaknesses
of your own choir. Many of these three- of four-bell positions can be
played using either weaving or four=inhand, with four-in-hand more
likely to be necessary (or at least easier) in the higher positions.

In many of these configurations, if you use four-in-hand rather than
weaving, you can actually play the pieces without using tables (the
British "off-the-table” style of ringing), which makes them perfect
for playing in venues outside the church.

I hope that you find this collection useful and, just as important, musical.

Matthew Prins
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God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen

18 Bells for Christmas
Cat. 1071

Difficulty: EM
Handbells Used: 3 Octaves o be ©
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Optional: Entire piece may be played with mallets.

music from traditional English

arranged by Matthew Prins
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In the Bleak Midwinter

Cat. 1071 ,
Difficulty: EM 18 Bells for Christmas

Handbells Used: 3 Octaves be
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music by Gustav Holst, 1906
Tenderly arranged by Matthew Prins
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*Lv applies to all notes in the measures throughout. However, it is recommended that the melody be rung
with a 'delay damp' as needed to ensure clarity in the melody.
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Joy to the World

18 Bells for Christmas

Cat.1071
Difficulty: EM

Handbells Used: 3 Octaves
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music by Lowell Mason (1839)
arranged by Matthew Prins
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*1f played on table, pluck all bass clef and treble clef stems-down notes m. 21-28

Or if not using tables, ring with very light TD for a modified stopped sound.

Cat.1071 - Joy to the World




(%)

[\ )

» Y

ey

]

)

[ Y

(%)

W
BN Q__h_
Q__h_
Q__h_
o By
v

)
U__Q_

40

¢

Cat.1071 - Joy to the World



o o oF

52

51

Jeo | )

r‘%.
ﬁ .

- D

QLIS
1
N\ N
|I.‘|I./
e
i ]
vt
Y
N [
3
1
i
/
i
-
|

|
D p

—e):

it

® o

63

Cat.1071 - Joy to the World



Cat. 1071
Difficulty: EM

Silent Night

18 Bells for Christmas

Handbells Used: 3 Octaves
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music by Franz Gruber, ca. 1820
Adagiett arranged by Matthew Prins
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*Continue the phrasing indicated by the voice leading lines (VLL) in all similar eighth note patterns throughout.
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Ukrainian Bell Carol
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Cat. 1071 18 Bells for Christmas
Difficulty: EM
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music by Mykola Leontovych (1916)
arranged by Matthew Prins
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Solo and Ensemble Catalog

Ahl So Pure from Martha by von Flotow
Incline My Heart

Glory Bound

He Is Born

Old Time Religion Medley

Plink, Plank, Plunk by Leroy Anderson
The Typewriter by Leroy Anderson
Welsh Folk Song

Be Thou Still

O Christmas Tree
Prayer Time

All Day, All Night/Swing Low, Sweet Chariot
Angels From the Realms of Glory
Bethena

Prelude in ¢ Minor by J.5. Bach

Reflections

Roundup by Andre Previn

Ring Christmas Joy

Mornhing Song
Solace

Solo arr. by Fred A. Merrett

Solo arr. by Erin & Gail Downey

Solo arr. by Carol Smith & Jane Patty
Solo w/piano accomp. by Sue Garton
Solo arr. by Carol Smith & Jane Patty
Solo arr. by Carol Smith & Jane Patty
Solo arr. by Carol Smith & Jane Patty
Solo arr. by Fred A. Merrett

Duet by Matthew Frins

Trio by Gail Downey
Trio by Gail Downey

Quartet by Gail Downey
Quartet by Gail Dowhey
Quartet arr. by Matthéw Fring

Quartet arwby Erin Dowrey & Thommas E. Farsons

Quartet by Gail Dewhey.
Quartew arf™py Erin Downey
4-in-Hand by Gail Downey

Quintet arr. by Matthew Frins
Quintet arr. by Thomas E. Farsons

Hymns “Your Way ~ by Gail Downey

Hymn accompaniments arranged for 2, 3, 4 or 5 octave choirs

Purchase any 10 for $19.95 or $2.50 each

Lift High the Cross
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
Hosanna, Loud Hosanna

Difficulty E
Difficulty M
Difficulty M
Difficulty M
Difficulty M
Difficulty M
Difficulty M
Difficulty E

Difficulty EM

Difficulty E
Difficulty M

Difficulty EM
Difficulty M
Difficulty MD
Difficulty D
Difficulty M
Difficulty D
Difficulty D

Difficulty EM
Difficulty D

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
Feal on Christ the Lord is Risen Today

For a complete listing of hymn accompaniments, please check our web site!

From the Top Music

Specializing in music arranged for the number of octaves in YOUR choir

www.FromTheTopMueic.com

2700 VYista Grande NW 105 ~ Albuquerque, NM ~ 67120

866.951.0055
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